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Report of Workshop on Design Thinking, Critical Thinking, and 

Innovation Design (25th January 2024) 
 

 

Introduction 
On the 25th of January, 2024, preceding the Poster Presentation and Design Competition, the Regent 

Education and Research Foundation Group of Institutions hosted an intensive workshop titled "Workshop 

on Design Thinking, Critical Thinking, and Innovation Design." Held at the RERFGI Seminar Hall from 

11 AM to 5 PM, this event aimed to delve deeper into the methodologies and applications of design 

thinking, critical thinking, and innovation in solving complex problems and fostering creativity within 

academic and professional contexts. 

 

Objective 
The primary objectives of the workshop were: 

 

To Enhance Understanding of Design Thinking: To equip participants with a comprehensive 

understanding of design thinking principles and processes, enabling them to approach problems with a 

solution-oriented mindset that values user experience and empathetic design. 

 

To Foster Critical Thinking Skills: To develop participants' critical thinking abilities, encouraging them 

to analyze problems thoroughly, question assumptions, and evaluate solutions critically for their 

effectiveness and sustainability. 

 

To Stimulate Innovation: To inspire creativity and innovation among attendees, guiding them on how to 

apply design and critical thinking skills in conceptualizing and developing innovative products, services, 

or processes. 

 

To Encourage Collaborative Learning: To promote collaboration among participants from various 

disciplines, facilitating the exchange of ideas and approaches that can lead to innovative solutions. 

 

To Provide Hands-On Experience: To offer practical, hands-on experiences through interactive sessions 

and activities that allow participants to apply the concepts learned in real-world scenarios, thereby 

solidifying their understanding and skills. 

 

By focusing on these objectives, the workshop aimed to create a dynamic learning environment where 

participants could gain valuable insights and tools to enhance their academic and professional endeavors 

through the application of design thinking, critical thinking, and innovation design principles. 

 

Organizing Committee 
The program was orchestrated under the leadership of the following IIC Cell Members: 

- President: Dr. Arindita Saha 
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- Convener: Dr. Suman Jana 

- Ms. Anamika Basu 

- Ms. Debarati Ghosh 

- Mr. Subhadip Mondal 

- Mr. Bipul Dhali 

- Mr. Sabyasachi Mukherjee 

- Mr. Suprovat Basu 

- Mr. Krishnakanta Maity 

- Mr. Arindam Bhadury 

- Mr. Sreedip Ghosh 

 

Volunteers: 

- Ms. Monalisa Shaw 

- Mr. Sarthak Bhattacharya 

 

Resource Person: 
The workshop was enriched by the contributions of esteemed resource persons, who are distinguished 

figures in their respective fields: 

 

Dr. Samik Chakraborty, Principal of RERFGI, known for his insightful approach to educational 

leadership and his advocacy for integrating design thinking into academic curricula. 

 

Mr. Milan Mazumder, Principal of RIST, who brings a wealth of experience in innovative educational 

practices and a deep understanding of the practical applications of design thinking in engineering. 

 

Dr. Rajorshi Bandopadhyay, Dean Academic at RERFGI, whose expertise in critical thinking and 

academic innovation has significantly contributed to advancing the institution's educational mission. 

 

Proceedings of the Program: 
 

Venue: RERFGI Seminar Hall   

Time: 11 AM to 5 PM   

Mode: Offline 

 

- Introduction and Welcoming Remarks (11:00 AM - 11:15 AM): The session commenced with a warm 

welcome from Ms. Monalisa Shaw, who introduced the workshop's themes and objectives. She underscored 

the importance of design thinking, critical thinking, and innovation in addressing today's complex 

challenges. 

 

- Inaugural Addresses by Resource Persons (11:15 AM - 11:45 AM): 

   - Dr. Samik Chakraborty highlighted the significance of fostering an innovative mindset in students 

and faculty, emphasizing the role of design thinking in educational excellence. 
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   - Mr. Milan Mazumder shared insights into the practical applications of design thinking in engineering 

and technology, encouraging participants to adopt a user-centered approach to problem-solving. 

   - Dr. Rajorshi Bandopadhyay discussed the importance of critical thinking in the innovation process, 

advocating for a thoughtful analysis and questioning of conventional solutions. 

 

- Interactive Lecture Sessions (11:45 AM - 1:45 PM): Each resource person led a detailed lecture session 

focusing on specific aspects of design thinking, critical thinking, and innovation. Participants were 

introduced to foundational concepts, methodologies, and case studies that illustrated the successful 

application of these principles in various contexts. 

 

- Lunch Break (1:45 PM - 2:30 PM): A brief intermission allowed participants to network and discuss 

the morning's insights informally. 

 

- Hands-On Workshops (2:30 PM - 4:30 PM): The afternoon sessions were dedicated to hands-on 

workshops where participants, guided by the resource persons, engaged in group activities designed to 

apply the concepts learned. Through these interactive exercises, attendees worked on developing innovative 

solutions to predetermined problems, utilizing design thinking and critical analysis. 

 

- Q&A and Reflection Session (4:30 PM - 4:55 PM): The workshop concluded with an open Q&A 

session, providing an opportunity for participants to seek clarification, share their workshop experiences, 

and discuss the application of the day's lessons in their future projects and research. 

 

- Closing Remarks and Vote of Thanks (4:55 PM - 5:00 PM): Ms. Monalisa Shaw delivered the closing 

remarks, summarizing the day's key takeaways and expressing gratitude to the resource persons and 

participants for their active engagement and contributions to the success of the workshop. 

 

Summary 

The Workshop on Design Thinking, Critical Thinking, and Innovation Design was a significant event, 

drawing a total of 138 participants, including 96 students and 42 faculty members, to the RERFGI Seminar 

Hall. This comprehensive platform allowed for the exploration and application of essential innovation 

principles in creative problem-solving. Leveraging the expertise of esteemed resource persons and the 

active engagement of a diverse group of attendees, the workshop successfully met its objectives. It fostered 

an environment that inspired innovative thinking and collaborative learning among the RERFGI 

community, marking a noteworthy contribution to the academic and professional development of its 

participants. 

 

Outcome of the Program: 
The Workshop on Design Thinking, Critical Thinking, and Innovation Design, held on the 25th of January, 

2024, achieved several significant outcomes that contributed to the broader goals of fostering a culture of 

innovation and collaborative learning at the Regent Education and Research Foundation Group of 

Institutions (RERFGI): 
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Enhanced Skills in Design and Critical Thinking: Participants left the workshop with a strengthened 

understanding of design thinking and critical thinking methodologies, equipped with practical tools and 

techniques to approach complex problems innovatively. 

 

Promoted Interdisciplinary Collaboration: By bringing together 96 students and 42 faculty members 

from various disciplines, the workshop encouraged interdisciplinary dialogue and collaboration, 

highlighting the value of diverse perspectives in the innovation process. 

 

Inspired Innovative Thinking: The event served as a catalyst for inspiring participants to adopt innovative 

thinking in their academic and professional pursuits, emphasizing the importance of creativity and 

innovation in achieving sustainable solutions. 

 

Practical Application of Concepts: Through hands-on activities and interactive sessions, attendees 

applied learned concepts to real-world scenarios, enhancing their ability to translate theoretical knowledge 

into practical innovation. 

 

Built a Community of Innovators: The workshop played a crucial role in building a community of like-

minded individuals committed to driving innovation within the institution and beyond, fostering a network 

of support and collaboration. 

 

  

 

Budget: 
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A total budget of INR 1000 was allocated for the event, judiciously spent on various necessities: 

 

- Banner and Flex Printing: Funds were dedicated to the production of promotional banners and flexes, 

effectively raising awareness about the event and its core message. 

 

- Flower Bucket for Guest: A gesture of appreciation, three flower buckets were presented to resource 

persons for their invaluable insights and contribution as the keynote speaker. 

 

- Snacks for the Audience: The budget also covered snacks for the attendees, ensuring a welcoming and 

comfortable environment for all participants. 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 
The Workshop on Design Thinking, Critical Thinking, and Innovation Design was a landmark event that 

successfully achieved its aim of embedding a deep understanding of innovation principles among the 

participants. With a notable attendance of 138 individuals, the workshop underscored the RERFGI 
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community's keen interest in embracing innovative practices. The expertise of the resource persons, coupled 

with the enthusiasm and active participation of the attendees, created a dynamic learning environment that 

not only imparted valuable skills but also inspired a collective movement towards fostering creativity and 

innovation. As the participants move forward, the insights gained from this workshop are expected to 

influence their approach to problem-solving and collaborative work, contributing to a future where 

innovation is at the forefront of academic and professional endeavors at RERFGI. 
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